
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Memorandum of Support 

A 161/ S 31 

 
Honorable Carrie Woerner  Honorable Dan Stec   
Member of Assembly   Senator  
502 LOB    408 LOB 
Albany, NY  12248   Albany, NY 12247 
 

January 30, 2023   

Dear Assembly Member Woerner and Senator Stec: 

The Empire State Forest Products Association (ESFPA) represents over 350 businesses, industries 

and landowners engaged in forest resource production and stewardship of New York’s 19 

million acres of forest. In total, $22.9 billion dollars in annual industry production and nearly 

100,000 jobs are attributable to operations of various industries within the forest related 

sectors.  There are over 200,000 private forest landowners who also depend on sound forest 

and timber management and production to help them keep their forests as forests. 

ESFPA supports this legislation (A. 161/S. 31) as it addresses one of the most important issues 

facing private forest landowners – annual carrying costs of keeping their forests as forests (i.e. 

taxes) – and encourages sustainable forest management practices through third party 

certification programs (e.g. Sustainable Forest Initiative, Forest Sustainability Council, and 

American Tree Farm Program). 

New York has 19 million acres of forest land (64% of the State’s total land area).  Fourteen 

million acres of New York’s forests (75% of all forest land) are privately owned.  Largely in 

family-owned forest woodlots. New York’s forests are one of the State’s most significant natural 

landscapes and afford a wealth of ecosystem benefits.  Our State’s forests are the largest 

terrestrial sequester of carbon (about 83 tons of CO2 per acre), protect air and water quality, 

provide storm resiliency and critically important wildlife habitat.  But it is not enough to keep 

forests as forests.  To maximize ecosystem benefits requires sustainable forest management, 

which includes timber harvesting.   

 

Empire State Forest Products Association 
The people behind New York’s healthy forests and quality wood products 
www.esfpa.org 
 
47 Van Alstyne Drive / Rensselaer, New York 12144 / p: 518-463-1297 / f: 518-426-9502 

 
Chairperson  
Jennifer DeFrancesco 
B & B Forest Products, LTD 
 
Vice Chair 
VACANT 
 
Treasurer 
Michael W. Hanlon 
Cotton-Hanlon, Inc. 
 
Secretary 
Christopher Truso 
Farm Credit East 
 
 
Immediate Past Chair –  
Michael J. McLarty 
Finch Paper, LLC 
 
 
Executive Director 
John K. Bartow, Jr. 
_______________________ 
 
Sarah R. Bogdanovitch 
Natural Resources Consultant 
 
Sarah Boggess 
ReEnergy Holdings LLC 
 
Pat Buff 
B&B Lumber Co. 
 
Jeff Denkenberger  
Molpus Woodlands Group, LLC. 
 
Renè H. Germain, Ph.D. 
SUNY ESF 
 
Thomas E. Gerow, CF  
Wagner Lumber Company 
 
Doug Handy 
A&H Forest Management, Inc. 
 
Damon Hartman 
Prentiss & Carlisle 
 
Craig Jochum 
Craig Jochum Logging 
 
Susan Keister 
Susan Keister, LLC 
 
Elizabeth Lesnikoski 
Burlington Electric 
 
Larry Richards 
Richards Logging, LLC 
 
Sean Ross 
Lyme Timber Company 
 
Jack Santamour 
LandVest, Inc. 
 
Tim Stocker 
Sylvamo 
 
Tony Woods 
Lignetics of New England 
 
Kevin Brown 
W.J. Cox Associates, Inc 
. 
John Zemanick 
Gutchess Lumber Company 
 
 
Counsel 
Dennis J. Phillips, Esq. 
McPhillips, Fitzgerald & Cullum 

 



In addition, New York’s private forest lands are the primary source for timber in support of New York’s forest 

economy. The State’s forest economy has an economic impact of $22.9 billion (up over $2 billion since 2010), 

employs nearly 100,000 people, with an average labor income per worker of $61,526.   

This legislation would establish a forestry stewardship and habitat conservation credit for personal income and 
business franchise taxes for landowners in New York State.  Over 200,000 private forest wood landowners and 7 
million acres of privately owned forests could potentially take advantage of such a credit.  More importantly, 
this legislation encourages active forest stewardship and saves money for landowners who hopefully will invest 
in stewardship activities.  
 
For the above aforementioned reasons, the Empire State Forest Products Association supports this legislation.  

We look forward to working with you on enacting this legislation and other policy that recognizes the value that 

all our forests provide to the people of the State of New York. 

cc: Assembly Ways & Means Committee Members 
 Senate Budget & Revenue Committee 
  
 

For More Information Contact: 

John K. Bartow, Jr. 
Executive Director 
Empire State Forest Products Association 
47 VanAlstyne Drive 
Rensselaer, NY 12144 
Tel (518)463-1297 
Cell (518) 573-1441 
jbartow@esfpa.org  
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